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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 46, chapter 2, article 5, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 46-300.07, to read:

46-300.07. Strengthening families program; program termination

A. THE STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED TO BE FUNDED WITH
MONIES APPROPRIATED FROM THE TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES BLOCK
GRANT.

B. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DISTRIBUTE MONIES FOR THE PROGRAM TO PRIVATE,
NONPROFIT COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS THAT ARE RECOGNIZED UNDER SECTION
501(c)(3) OF THE UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE CODE. ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATIONS
MUST PROVIDE PROGRAMS THAT SERVE FAMILIES FROM DISADVANTAGED CIRCUMSTANCES
THROUGH YOUTH CENTERS IN THIS STATE. A QUALIFIED PROGRAM SHALL PROVIDE AT
LEAST THREE OF THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

1. A CHARACTER AND LEADERSHIP PROGRAM THAT EMPOWERS YOUTHS TO SUPPORT
AND INFLUENCE THE COMMUNITY, INCLUDING DEVELOPING POSITIVE SELF-IMAGE,
ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS AND RESPECTING CULTURAL
IDENTITIES.

2. A HEALTH AND LIFE SKILLS PROGRAM THAT ENCOURAGES YOUTHS TO ENGAGE
IN POSITIVE BEHAVIORS, SET GOALS AND BECOME SELF-SUFFICIENT ADULTS.

3. AN ARTS PROGRAM THAT DEVELOPS CREATIVITY AND CULTURAL AWARENESS IN
YOUTHS THROUGH THE APPRECIATION OF VISUAL ARTS, CRAFTS, PERFORMING ARTS AND
CREATIVE WRITING.

4. A SPORTS, FITNESS AND RECREATION PROGRAM THAT DEVELOPS FITNESS,
THAT ENCOURAGES A POSITIVE USE OF LEISURE TIME AND THAT DEVELOPS TEAM, LIFE
AND SOCIAL SKILLS.

5. AN EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER PROGRAM THAT HELPS YOUTHS UNDERSTAND THE
BENEFITS OF EDUCATION, THAT ADDRESSES THE EDUCATION NEEDS OF CHILDREN WHO
LEARN IN DIFFERENT MODALITIES AND THAT GUIDES YOUTHS IN MAKING EDUCATIONAL
CHOICES.

C. A PROGRAM PROPOSAL FROM AN ORGANIZATION SHALL CONTAIN:

1. A COMMITMENT FROM THE ORGANIZATION TO OPERATE THE PROGRAM ON
SPECIFIC SITES.

2. AN AGREEMENT THAT ANY ORGANIZATION PARTNERS WILL AGREE TO SHARE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY OF THE PROGRAMS.

3. AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE ORGANIZATION WILL FOLLOW ALL FISCAL
REPORTING AND AUDITING STANDARDS THAT ARE REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

4. DOCUMENTATION THAT THE ORGANIZATION HAS SUCCESSFULLY MANAGED
PROGRAMS THAT ARE VALUED AT OVER ONE MILLION DOLLARS FOR AT LEAST THREE
CONSECUTIVE YEARS. THIS REQUIREMENT MAY BE MET THROUGH AN ALLIANCE OF
NONPROFIT COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS.

5. AN AGREEMENT THAT THE ORGANIZATION WILL SPEND NO MORE THAN TEN PER
CENT OF ANY MONIES RECEIVED ON ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

D. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DISTRIBUTE MONIES UNDER THIS SECTION TO
ORGANIZATIONS THAT SERVE YOUTHS IN THE MOST ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED URBAN
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AND RURAL AREAS 1IN THIS STATE AND SHALL CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING WHEN
EVALUATING PROPOSALS:

1. THE ORGANIZATION'S DEMONSTRATED PROGRAM EXPERIENCE IN THE MOST
UNDERSERVED AREAS IN THIS STATE.

2. THE ORGANIZATION'S DEMONSTRATED PROGRAM EXPERIENCE IN THE MOST
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED AREAS IN THIS STATE.

3. THE ORGANIZATION'S EXPERIENCE IMPLEMENTING AT LEAST THREE OF THE
PROGRAMS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION.

4. THE LEVEL AND TYPE OF LOCAL MATCHING FUNDS THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO
THE ORGANIZATION.

5. THE ORGANIZATION'S CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO PROGRAM EVALUATION
REQUIREMENTS.

6. THE ORGANIZATION'S FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

E. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT AWARD MONIES TO AN ORGANIZATION UNDER THIS
SECTION UNLESS THE ORGANIZATION'S STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS HAVE RECEIVED VALID
FINGERPRINT CLEARANCE CARDS ISSUED PURSUANT TO TITLE 41, CHAPTER 12,
ARTICLE 3.1.

F. TO RECEIVE MONIES UNDER THIS SECTION, AN ORGANIZATION SHALL PROVIDE
DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR MATCHING FUNDS FOR THE QUALIFIED PROGRAMS. ONLY
TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF THE MATCHING FUNDS UNDER THIS SECTION MAY BE IN-KIND
DONATIONS FROM THE ORGANIZATION. THE ORGANIZATION MAY NOT USE OTHER STATE
FUNDS TO MEET THE MATCHING REQUIREMENT UNDER THIS SECTION, EXCEPT THAT THE
ORGANIZATION MAY USE MONIES FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, OTHER GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, OTHER COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO MEET THE
MATCHING REQUIREMENT.

G. AN ORGANIZATION THAT RECEIVES MONIES UNDER THIS SECTION IS ELIGIBLE
TO RECEIVE A THREE YEAR RENEWABLE GRANT THAT IS SUBJECT TO ANNUAL REPORTING
AS REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE ORGANIZATION MAY USE NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN
PER CENT OF THE INITIAL YEAR GRANT FOR STARTUP EXPENSES.

H. AN ORGANIZATION MAY SPEND MONIES ON THE FOLLOWING TO IMPLEMENT THE
PROGRAMS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION:

1. PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE SITES FOR THE PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS.

2. MENTORING.

PROVIDING STIPENDS TO TEENAGERS WHO MENTOR AND ASSIST OTHER YOUTH.
PROVIDING NUTRITIOUS MEALS TO THE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS.
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT.

CULTURAL, RECREATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL OUTINGS AND SUMMITS.

I. THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY THIS SECTION ENDS ON JULY 1, 2016
PURSUANT TO SECTION 41-3102.
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